
2018 Wakefield Town Report 

Gafney Library 

 

The Gafney continues to serve the Wakefield-Brookfield community area with a collection of 

more than 15,000 circulating items…including a telescope.  Here are some interesting stats: 

• 1,889 active accounts (accounts used within the past two years); 419 children over six 

years of ages, 1,445 adults and 25 nonresidents 

• 4,095 inactive accounts (accounts on record but not used within the past two years) 

• 361 renewed accounts 

• 195 new members in 2018 (49 children over six; 141 adults and 5 nonresidents) 

• 18,549 items circulated (checked out) 

• 636 items borrowed from us by other NH libraries (interlibrary loan) 

• 117 tax forms were filed for townspeople by AARP Tax preparers February – April 

• A successful “Meet the Candidate Forum” was held in March in cooperation with the 

Greater Wakefield Lions Club - Town and School Board candidates participated. 

• The annual Art at the Gafney fundraiser was launched in June and July with more than 36 

artists participating 

• 10 area Artists of the Month exhibited work and held receptions with an average of 22 

people attending each 

• The Gafney wreath sale elves put together and sold 150 wreaths for the Holiday 

fundraiser 

82 children registered for the “Libraries Rock!” Summer Reading Program.  1,590 books and 

22,675 minutes were read and recorded by those who participated.  59 adults, 194 children 

attended 30 scheduled programs.  Decorated rocks were hidden at area businesses, discovered by 

the kids and posted on Facebook. 

More than 200 visits were logged at the Gafney Library Adult Literacy Program with our five 

tutors working on math, writing and reading skills, helping students earn HiSET certification 

(formerly GED) with 4 students successfully graduating.  Career Counselor worked with s, 

resumes, job searches, college applications and Accuplacer testing 

Library Assistant Jen Rich retired in March after 17 years of service and Lynn Shaffer stepped in 

until December when she left for warmer climes. 

Volunteers put in over 800 hours of time…shelving items, checking them in and out, helping 

members find locate books, movies and audiobooks, working in the youth library and even 

dressing up as Harry Potter characters! 

More than 180 people attended any of 10 receptions held by our Artists of the Month.  This very 

popular program features area artists and their works.  



Expansion plans continue with the hiring of builder Don Madore, architect Charles Hoyt and 

fundraising consultant James Boyle.   

Our thanks to the Friends of Wakefield Libraries for all they do to help the Gafney with items 

not included in the budget. 

It’s been a busy and productive 2017 for the Gafney.  For more information check out our 

website:  www.gafneylibrary.org and Facebook page:  Gafney Library. 

Thanks to board members Dick DesRoches-President, Aru’vah Ferrill-Vice President, Kristin 

Whitworth-Secretary, Tom Lavender-Treasurer, Sharon Theiling-Corresponding Secretary, Julie 

Kessler-Wakefield Trustee, Cait Mills, Jackie Winckler, Barbara Mills, Janet Gould-Trustees, 

and Chuck Hodsdon-Alternate.  We were saddened by the loss of long time Trustee Marcia 

Hodsdon this past March and miss her smile and positive spirit. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Beryl Donovan, Library Director 

 

 

http://www.gafneylibrary.org/

