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Wakefield -The Gafney Library in Sanbornville is featuring a retrospective art show of 

Wakefield’s beloved and late Dr. Chris Bozuwa’s watercolor paintings, wood turnings 

and Dutch folk Hindeloopen artwork, named after the Dutch town where the style 

originated. Chris’ wife Titia and former Gafney exhibit coordinator Peter Abate worked 

together to launch the December exhibit. 

 

Chris was born in Indonesia, son of a Dutch naval officer stationed there at the time. He 

alternated between living in Holland and what used to be the Dutch East Indies, 

depending on where his father was stationed. Unfortunately, he was there when the war 

with Japan broke out in 1942, and like all white Europeans, Chris was interned and spent 

three years in prison camp. He volunteered in the camp’s sickbay.  Having repatriated to 

Holland, he took up the study of medicine and in 1957 immigrated to America. After a 

one-year residency at the Mary Hitchcock Clinic in Hanover he started a private practice 

in Wakefield, where he lived until he died in July 2017. He closed his practice in 1994 

and became Medical Director of the Mountain View Nursing Home till 2005.  Titia has 

written books on their immigration and settling in Sanbornville (Wings of Change) and 

Chris’ internment in prison camp at the age of 16 (The Emperor’s Guest).  All of Titia’s 

books are available to check out at the Gafney. 

 

As a physician on call 24/7 and known for making house calls, Chris’ did not have much 

time to develop hobbies. But when Huggins Hospital (where he was on the staff) 

developed an elaborate emergency room system, Chris had more time to think about what 

he would do in his retirement. He took lessons in painting. Painter/instructor Martha 

Lohaus started the Plein Air painting group, and Chris became an enthusiastic member. 

He became particularly adept at painting wood objects. And when Huggins Hospital’s 

staff gifted him with a lathe at his retirement, he became a passionate wood turner. 

 

Titia says, “Maybe Chris’ artistic qualities can be traced to his mother’s forefathers. 

Around the year 1800, Abraham van Strij was a famous painter, a master at painting 

Dutch interiors. His works hang in Dutch Museums to this day. But Chris laughed off the 

supposed inherited gift, well aware of his own limitations.” 

  

When Chris closed his medical practice, he used the vacated space to establish the Dutch 

Boutique & Gallery with Titia, a photographer and writer. It became a busy place for 

seven years, showing and selling their own and others’ art. 
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After Chris was diagnosed first with a melanoma in his left eye and later with macular 

degeneration in his right eye, painting became very difficult. In his later years he 

concentrated mostly on turning wooden objects.  

 

Titia will host a reception open to the public on Saturday December 8th from 10:00am to 

12:00pm at the Gafney.  The Bozuwa retrospective exhibit may be viewed during the 

Gafney’s open hours of Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday  
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