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Wakefield – “The Magic of Color and Light,” an exhibit of original paintings by 

Wakefield artist Teresa McWilliams Farina will be featured at the Gafney Library during 

the month of November.  Teresa has subtitled her exhibit “The celebration of Nature and 

Life in Art,” and will show her works of plein air landscapes, animals, florals, still life 

and people.  She will host a reception, open to the public, at the Gafney on Friday 

November 9th from 4:00 pm to 7:00 p.m. 

 

Teresa was a self-taught painter in the beginning, starting at the age of six.  Born in Flint, 

Michigan, she painted in oil pigments on old window shades while her father was trout 

fishing on the Au Sable River in Michigan.  She illustrated her own stories and painted 

theater sets in grade school.  At holidays, she painted murals on large picture windows of 

her family home in Saginaw, Michigan.  During her high school years, she was awarded 

art scholarships to study art at Interlochen National Music Camp for two summers in 

Traverse City, Michigan.  

 

After completion of undergrad school in science (B.S. degree) at University of Detroit, 

she studied at various art schools in Michigan. She has an Associate’s degree in Fine Arts 

(Studio Painting) and M.B.A (Business Management).  She has studied drawing, 

watercolor, pastel and oil painting with numerous instructors from The Pennsylvania 

Academy of Fine Arts in Philadelphia, as well as instructors from other Pennsylvania art 

schools. She completed an independent study program the summer of 2011 with 

international artist, James DuPree.   

 

Teresa explains her approach to art and describes herself as “a painter of life…and my 

passion is to capture the vitality of what I feel and see in my surroundings.  With every 

painting my goal may change based on the colors and shapes of the subject matter.  The 

end result varies from realism to abstraction; or someplace in-between.” 

Teresa is currently a member of the Wakefield and Mount Washington Plein Air groups.  

She has been a member of the Squam Lakes Artisans’ Cooperative Gallery in Center 

Harbor since May 2018.  Teresa co-coordinated the Art at the Gafney 2018 annual 

fundraiser.  She belongs to GWAC Art Association and the Seacoast Art Association in 

Exeter NH. 

 

The exhibit may be viewed during library open hours of Tuesday, Wednesday and 

Thursday 1:00pm to 7:00pm and Friday and Saturday 9:00am to 12:30pm.  For more 

information call the Gafney at 522-3401 
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