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Wakefield - During August, the Gafney Library in Sanbornville will host an exhibit of 

The Plein Air group, a group of artists who gather weekly to paint in places within an 

hour’s drive of Wakefield.  The Plein Air artists first began to gather and paint 18 years 

ago and now meet weekly in interesting places within an hour’s drive of Wakefield.  

Many of the individual members have pieces for purchase at reasonable cost in 

Wakefield and Wolfeboro.  Most of the artists are members of the Governor Wentworth 

Arts Council and are active in events such as Paint Wolfeboro, exhibits at the hospital, 

libraries and banks. 

 

Member Mary Lewis Sheehan will include poetry with her art for this exhibit. Mary 

retired three years ago to New Hampshire, Florida and Nova Scotia, and was delighted to 

find herself renewed by claiming lost and forgotten parts. Mary explains, “I remember 

reading the novel Seventeenth Summer and thought of it as a glorious description of what 

my youth could be like, and now experience my seventieth summer as a recreation of this 

energy.  My work of 45 years as a psychiatric nurse clinical specialist had been 

rewarding, so I was shocked when I happily finished up and moved on to art and poetry.”  

Mary is a wife and mother of two grown sons who require her love and very little 

attention, leaving her with time and energy to write, paint, and be present for herself and 

her husband Frank.  Both Mary and Frank reside at their home on Belleau Lake visit with 

family in Nova Scotia, and hide in Florida during the snow.  Mary has studied art with 

Paul George, Marjorie Glick, Robert Pavon, Priscilla Burlingham, and KT Morse, and 

poetry with Barbara Bald and Beth Fox.  “I treasure the gift of a community of poets and 

painters with whom I now get to play, especially The Wakefield and Wolfeboro Plein Air 

Painters, Poets in the Attic, The Hoot, and the Snowbird Poets and ongoing group oil 

lesson with KT Morse. 

 

Norman Royle was a commercial artist for 30 years, and is the guiding force that has kept 

the Plein Air group on track for 18 years.  He is an inspiration to all members in the 

quality of his work, the care he demonstrates in teaching and the exciting places he 

arranges for them to paint.   His paintings are expressions of local NH life, including old 

cars and scenic vistas. 

 

Madelyn Albee is a senior teacher to the group and no review of the members’ work feels 

complete without her gentle coaching.  She is a well-known watercolor artist in 

Wolfeboro, and helps run Paint Wolfeboro every summer—and escaping for a while to 

Lunenburg, Nova Scotia. 
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The Blomster family Marion and George, and cousins Roy and Dick are group members.  

Marion draws and paints local Wolfeboro scenes, and she and her husband George host 

the Plein Air group in their condo association space when rain and snow prevent “plein 

air” mode—which is a great deal of the time in this challenging New England climate.  

 

Roy Blomster has a fine art degree from Florida State University and a Master of Art 

Education degree from Columbia University. He taught art In Greenwich, CT for 30 

years.  His artwork is fanciful, colorful, and entertaining.  He has had over 40 one-man 

shows and is represented in many private collections. 

 

Member Dick Lundgren is a contributing member of the Rockport Art Association and 

has participated in many workshops there.  He studied with Bernie Gerstner, Paul 

George, Karyl Hayes and Louise Anderson.  Dick and his wife have enjoyed several 

Road Scholar painting weeks at Star Island.   An outside influence has been Robert 

Wade, an Australian artist.  As a Marine Corps veteran, he was a photographer during the 

Korean conflict, and after discharge, worked as a photographer for a studio in Woburn 

and as staff photographer for the Woburn times for two years.  Then realizing that he was 

not using his education (BS in Biology from Tufts) he and his wife left their jobs, took 

out their life savings, fit the VW van into a camping unit and embarked on a nine and one 

half month tour of National Parks. They traveled 22,000 miles and came back to New 

England as the campgrounds were closing for the season.   

 

Ruth Willet is the second generation of an artistic family.  Her mother was a self-taught 

artist of the natural world who taught Ruth “don’t paint within the lines.”  Ruth raised her 

daughter Ann Willett in this family tradition. Totally self-educated, Ruth developed skills 

in fabric art, spinning wool from her own sheep and making natural dies from her own 

plants.  Ruth paints in every media, and although modest and self-effacing, she is, at 92 

years old, a master artist who is still trying new approaches and creating vibrant art with 

apparent ease. 

 

Ann Willett is an artist/illustrator/fabricator and the third generation of the Willetts. She 

was a gold key and blue ribbon winner in the Boston Globe competition in her youth, 

which with her mother’s artistic input spurred her on to a lifetime of art.  Ann studied 

with Marshall Joice, a noted marine painter in Kingston, MA, and David M. Carroll, a 

nationally known painter of flora and fauna. Her academic courses of study included 

Mass College of Art, UC, Santa Cruz, and a master’s in ceramics from UNC, Colombia.  

She creates highly detailed images of fish and birds, and is sought after for private 

commissions. 

 

The artists will host a reception open to the public on Thursday August 2nd from 4:00pm 

to 6:00pm.  Their exhibit may be viewed during library open hours of Tuesday, 

Wednesday, Thursday 1:00pm to 7:00pm and Friday and Saturday 9:00am to 12:30pm.  

Call the Gafney at 522-3401 for more information. 
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